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NUCLEAR ESCALATION AND CHINA
Quester, George. Nuclear First Strike: Consequences of a Broken Taboo. Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins
Univ. Press, 2006. 159pp. $22.95
Bolt, Paul J., and Albert S. Willner, eds. China’s Nuclear Future. Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner, 2006.
221pp. $52

George Quester’s Nuclear First Strike:
Consequences of a Broken Taboo, is a
thought-provoking speculative analysis.
His first chapter appeared in modified
form as an essay in the Spring 2005 issue of the Naval War College Review.
With well over three decades of experience in the field of security studies and
deterrence theory, Quester backs up his
examination of this speculative topic
with very impressive credentials that
span the disciplines of analysis, writing,
and teaching. Quester has taught at a
number of universities and colleges
and is currently a professor of government and politics at the University of
Maryland.

use into seven generic scenarios along
functional lines as follows: ambiguous
use, use involving little or no collateral
damage, use under conditions of compromised or uncertain command and
control, government-directed nuclear
use with weak international reaction,
government-directed nuclear use with
strong international reaction, full nuclear warfare, and limited nuclear warfare. Clearly, since the third and fourth
generic scenarios differ only in the international responses they evoke, he
probably ought to have combined
them—they diverge temporally (that is,
through the phases of use decision
making) rather than functionally.

Having chosen his topic well, Quester
could not fail to deliver a fresh, insightful piece of scholarship. The book is
solidly framed on a structure that identifies a range of potential nuclear crises
and propagates each through the various phases of use decision-making,
from pre-use considerations to postresponse international reactions. Essentially, Quester divides the spectrum of

Quester then sequentially evolves these
representative scenarios of use through
the crisis phases that he envisions:
pre-use considerations and use itself,
likely world reactions, likely U.S. public
reactions, and appropriate U.S. policy
responses. He rightly makes and adeptly
demonstrates the valuable point that in
analyzing possible U.S. policy responses,
we should be careful to avoid limiting
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our examination to the case per se but
rather look also to the potential precedents set by such use. He also documents his background material and
speculations quite well and extensively—
a distinct strength of the book.
One curiosity is that he did not choose
to carefully examine the specific case of
nuclear escalation between the United
States and China in a Taiwan Strait conflict. Such a scenario not only would have
to rank fairly high on the probabilityof-occurrence spectrum but also receive
a good deal of attention, and would
have benefited from Quester’s insightful analysis.
There may be one other way in which this
otherwise very useful book could have
been improved. Quester’s decision to cut
his speculative analysis “horizontally”—
essentially handling each nuclear use
decision phase separately, while spanning the entire range of scenarios
within each phase—does not help the
management of this complex topic. A
“vertical” cut, in which each scenario is
played out from cradle to grave before
moving to the next, would have been
more helpful to the reader. His resulting digressions and diversions into
other scenarios and other crisis phases
become confusing at points, detracting
slightly from the otherwise enjoyable
readability of his style.
In China’s Nuclear Future, Paul Bolt
and Albert Willner have edited an exceptional volume, which should be read
by both nuclear strategists and China
experts. Bolt is a professor of political
science at the U.S. Air Force Academy,
having also taught in China, and
Willner is a colonel in the U.S. Army
and chief of the Liaison Affairs Section
at the American Institute in Taiwan.
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The volume presents valuable scholarship across quite a range of issues under
the umbrella of China’s nuclear weapons future: strategy, doctrine, force development, political perceptions, and
the Taiwan issue. Though all seven
chapters are strong, three in particular
stand out as exceptionally valuable to
researchers: Evan Medeiros on Chinese
nuclear strategy and doctrine, Ronald
Montaperto on the effects of Beijing’s
political perceptions, and Brad Roberts
on possible future paths for China’s nuclear force and doctrine.
Evan Medeiros marshals substantial
new Chinese-language materials to
probe the history, development, and future evolution of China’s nuclear doctrine. His historical outline of the
maturation of strategic doctrine within
China and its subcommunities of interest is well researched, crisp, and accurate. Equally important, however, the
historical context sets the stage for his
argument that China’s deterrent strategy ought to be looked at, not in typically Western terms, such as “minimal”
or “limited,” but rather as embodying
the Chinese decision to maintain an
“effective” and “sufficient” posture.
This is a highly informative, well written, and thought-provoking chapter,
but it is possible that the distinctions
raised in the deterrent terminology may
be more of a semantic than substantial
nature. Clearly, this is an issue ripe for
further research, and the field would be
well served by more of the same scholarly, analytic thinking from Medeiros.
In Ronald Montaperto’s chapter on the
effects of Chinese perceptions upon the
nuclear weapons program, particular
attention is devoted to how U.S. actions
and policy might affect the direction of
force planning and doctrine.
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Montaperto keenly states China’s overarching political dilemma as: “How does
a rising nation committed to achieving
reunification and a world class level of
economic development so order its external relations that it is able to achieve
its objectives and not provoke the opposition of a suspicious great power
that possesses overwhelming comprehensive national power?” Four particular
issues are claimed as critical in defining
the evolving character of the ChinaU.S. relationship: counterterrorism,
Taiwan, participation in international
and multilateral organizations, and
proliferation and arms control. Arguably, this short list should include missile defense, which strikes directly at the
credibility of China’s deterrent, in turn
striking at U.S. freedom of action, U.S.
intentions vis-à-vis China, and the nature of the bilateral relationship. Nevertheless, Montaperto makes the most
salient point in the chapter when he
concludes that both the Taiwan issue
and the future character of the U.S. nuclear posture (including missile defense) strike directly at Chinese vital
interests. On these matters, Montaperto
claims, Beijing will not compromise,
putting these two issues in a transcendent category of their own in the bilateral relationship.
With characteristic clarity, Brad Roberts
outlines both the broad paths open to
China’s nuclear force over the coming
decades and identifies the external and
internal factors that will drive the decision making in choosing what Beijing
calculates is the appropriate path. This
chapter is perhaps the best in the book,
giving the most accurate assessments regarding the current shape of the Chinese
force, as well as the motivators and challenges to its evolution and maturation.
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Roberts makes the good point that regardless of external stimuli, such as U.S.
development of missile defense, the
Chinese force will modernize along a
certain predictable baseline. Beyond
that baseline, the greatest driver to the
size and character of China’s future nuclear force will be the exact character of
the coevolving U.S. national missile
defense architecture. Since that architecture’s final shape is uncertain, so is,
to a large extent, the final shape of
China’s nuclear force.
Finally, Roberts lays out three broad
paths along which the Chinese nuclear
force may evolve: one defined largely by
modernization and incremental response to U.S. missile defense, another
in which China “sprints” to a window
of maximum strategic leverage (particularly with an eye to a Taiwan conflict)
vis-à-vis the not-yet-fully-mature “new
triad” of the 2003 Nuclear Posture Review, and a third that would posture
China for Eurasian nuclear superiority
and avoid any near-term competition
with the United States. Roberts concludes by offering a bit of very penetrating advice on dissuasion: a prudent
course for the United States, especially
with respect to missile defense, might
be characterized by some amount of
transparent restraint, attempting in the
process to engender reciprocal restraint
by China in its nuclear force evolution.
CHRISTOPHER YEAW

Naval War College

Fukuyama, Francis, ed. Nation-Building: Beyond
Afghanistan and Iraq. Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 2006. 262pp. $21.95

139

Color profile: Generic CMYK printer profile
Composite Default screen

140

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE REVIEW

Given that Francis Fukuyama publicly
retracted his support for the 2003 invasion of Iraq, it is not surprising that his
edited volume Nation-Building: Beyond
Afghanistan and Iraq should be generally critical of America’s reconstruction
efforts in those two countries. Still,
readers of every perspective will find
this volume a collection of well informed and insightful critiques of the
American-led efforts at nation building
in both countries, one that offers numerous useful caveats for the future.
Minxin Pei, Samia Amin, and Seth Garz
offer an overview of the profound challenges of nation building. The record is
not encouraging. For the fifteen reconstruction efforts America has concluded
since 1989, a full eleven have failed to
establish and sustain democratic governments. Based on their analysis, the oftencited examples of Japan and Germany are
not representative.
Also, institutional shortcomings abound
in the U.S. government. Michèle
Flournoy observes that, outside the military, the U.S. government lacks a systematized effort to identify lessons
learned from past experiences. Learning
from such failures, while politically
awkward, may be of crucial importance
in the long struggle against terrorism.
Sadly, there are also many institutional
failures. Fukuyama observes that, strikingly, the United States put more effort
into preparing for oil fires and a refugee
crisis for the 2003 invasion of Iraq,
largely because these were the challenges that arose during the 1991 liberation of Kuwait.
One unfortunate aspect of the book’s
organization is the considerable overlap
between the six chapters that focus on
Iraq and Afghanistan. In the three
chapters on Afghanistan, foci more
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readily emerge. S. Fredrick Starr’s discussion of the prelude to international
involvement in Afghanistan, Marvin
Weinbaum’s assessment of the social
impediments to reconstruction, and
Larry Goodson’s treatment of provincial reconstruction teams are all distinctive contributions.
The chapters on Iraq, however, are
more vulnerable in this regard. There is
certainly virtue in having three knowledgeable authors—Larry Diamond,
Johanna Mendelson Forman, and James
Dobbins—opine on all aspects of these
occupations. However, when one reads
for the third time that disbanding the
Iraqi army was a serious mistake, the revelation has by then lost some of its punch.
Diamond’s piece on Iraq, though critical
of the Bush administration, must receive
special consideration, given that Diamond
worked with the Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA) in early 2004. His criticisms, in particular of the CPA, are often
telling. Still, he argues that many of the
Iraqis he met genuinely crave opportunities for democratic political expression,
and he believes that analysts and politicians who promote the idea of propping
up a benevolent strongman “do not
grasp the divisions and aspirations in
Iraqi society.”
Nation building can be a dangerously
tempting enterprise; the clearly malignant nature of such governments as
Saddam Hussein’s can generate unwarranted optimism regarding a society’s
susceptibility to political reengineering.
As Fukuyama argues, the United States
must be “far more cautious” about how
it engages in such vastly complicated
endeavors.
ANDREW STIGLER

Naval War College
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Hart, Gary. The Shield and the Cloak: The Security
of the Commons. New York: Oxford Univ. Press,
2006. 194pp. $22

Gary Hart offers a bold grand strategy
to deal with the complexities of security
in the twenty-first century. He states
that America will fail in defining its role
in the world if it does not recognize a
broader definition of security. Security
narrowly defined as “prevention of
physical harm by creating a protective
shield” is insufficient. The “cloak” of
economic, environmental, health, energy, educational, and government security provides “genuine security.”
Hart argues against the Bush administration’s “narrow” focus on the war on
terrorism, the promotion of democracy,
and its emphasis on unilateralism and
preemptive use of military force.
Hart’s cooperative security strategy
embraces liberalism expanded to deal
with a multidimensional security environment. A major theme is securing
the “commons.” “Central, is a sense
that we are not alone, that our security, in an age of global integration, is
reliant on a global community—a
commons—with increased opportunity and responsibility.”
Three principles inform Hart’s grand
strategy. First, “Our economic cloak is
the basis of our strength, and our
strength is the basis for our world leadership.” Hart calls for investment in
knowledge through a new national security education act to increase scientists, engineers, and teachers. His
energy policy would encourage moves
toward independence (zero imports).
A Persian Gulf treaty alliance comprising oil-producing and consuming
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nations would guarantee oil flow.
Hart’s economic agenda would reward
savings, investment, and productivity
and penalize borrowing, debt, and
consumption.
Second, “America’s role in the world is
to resist hegemony without seeking hegemony by the creation of a new global
commonwealth focused on stability,
growth, and security.” Hart proposes
reforming international institutions, focusing global development assistance
on individuals, and increasing control
of weapons of mass destruction. He
suggests an international “peace-making”
force that would be “part constabulary
and part special forces . . . inserted into
zones of violence.”
Third, “to respond to this century’s new
threats, the U.S. military shield must be
comprised of these principles: flexibility,
reform, and intelligence.” Hart recommends appreciation of fourth-generation
warfare and establishment of a human
intelligence corps within the CIA. He
consolidates all special forces into a
fifth service, and brings the National
Guard home to reassume its traditional
duties of guarding the homeland.
One minor weakness is repetition in
successive chapters.
Hart has served as a U.S. senator for
twelve years, serving on the Armed Services Committee—the first congressional committee to investigate the CIA.
Most important is his work as co-chair
of the U.S. Commission on National
Security for the Twenty-first Century,
which in 1999 predicted catastrophic
terrorist attacks on the United States,
and in January 2001 recommended a
department of homeland security.
Readers will do well to consider his
proposed grand strategy. It is rare to

141

Color profile: Generic CMYK printer profile
Composite Default screen

142

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE REVIEW

find a single plan laid out in such complete detail.
RICHMOND M. LLOYD

William B. Ruger Chair of
National Security Economics
Naval War College

Turner, Stansfield. Burn before Reading: Presidents,
CIA Directors, and Central Intelligence. New York:
Hyperion, 2005. 319pp. $23.95

Presumably Stansfield Turner did not
devise the nonsensical title of this history
of the DCI’s (Director, Central Intelligence) relationship with the president of
the United States.
In twelve chapters on chief executives
from Franklin D. Roosevelt through
George W. Bush, Turner discusses the
nineteen men who headed America’s intelligence organization. “Within six
months of Pearl Harbor, FDR’s enthusiasm for ‘Wild Bill’ [Donovan’s] ‘innovative thinking’ had evaporated,” Turner
writes, noting that Donovan was never
given access to the ULTRA/MAGIC
code-breaking program, and he regularly
lost struggles with the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and J. Edgar Hoover.
In January 1946, Harry Truman created
the Central Intelligence Group and appointed Sidney Souers as the first director of central intelligence, with simple
expectations: “to keep him personally
well-informed of all that was going on in
the outside world.” By September 1949,
however, the CIA had not been privy to
Atomic Energy Commission information, so the day after Truman learned
that the Soviet Union had exploded its
first atomic bomb, he read Intelligence
Memorandum 225: “The earliest possible date by which the USSR might be
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expected to produce an atomic bomb is
mid-1950 and the most probable date is
mid-1953.”
Turner recounts subsequent intelligence
failures, but because the manuscript was
submitted to the CIA for security review,
few readers should be surprised by this
history.
While most facts are familiar, Turner’s
thesis is that the director of Central Intelligence serves the president in two capacities: leading the CIA in providing
unbiased intelligence; and heading the
intelligence community, “fifteen federal
agencies, offices, and bureaus within the
executive branch.” Turner evaluates the
eighteen DCIs before Porter Goss on
how each performed both tasks, including his own service under Jimmy Carter.
If Turner is frank about errors he made,
he excoriates his successor, Bill Casey.
“Overall, I found this transition group to
be as unbalanced, opinionated, and unwilling to listen as any group I have ever
encountered. They came to their task
with their minds made up, and no facts
were going to change their conclusions.”
Fifteen blistering pages recount Casey’s
politicization of the agency and obsession with covert actions, culminating in
his leading Ollie North to undertake
“two highly illegal operations—selling
arms to Iran and funneling the money to
the contras in Nicaragua.”
Turner devotes the final chapter to reflections on the 2005 Intelligence Reform Act. “The big question, then, is
whether President Bush will line up with
the presidents since FDR who have favored giving more authority to the DCI
or whether he will give in to the Defense
Department’s persistent efforts to keep
the DCI’s authority limited.” Noting that
“the CIA’s reputation in the country is at
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a nadir today,” Turner calls for “the dissolution of the CIA” as part of “a bold
transformation” of U.S. intelligence.
The 444 endnotes citing interviews,
NARA files, articles, and many books
prove that Turner has maintained a
scholar’s interest in the field he once
practiced. A surprise may be that no
endnote cites John Ranelagh’s The
Agency or any book written by Jeffrey
Richelson—or perhaps Langley’s reviewers extirpated every one of them.
TOM GRASSEY

Naval War College

Herrick, Robert Waring. Soviet Naval Doctrine
and Policy 1956–1986. Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin
Mellen, 2003. 3 vols., 1,415 pp. $129.95, $129.95,
$139.95

It is no accident that each volume in
this set comes with Fleet Admiral Sergei
Gorshkov’s picture on the cover. In
fact, the time period encompassed by
this trilogy coincides precisely with the
Gorshkov era—the central figure in all
of the strategic and doctrinal debates of
this study. This massive series is the
capstone achievement of Robert Waring
Herrick, a former U.S. naval attaché to
the Soviet Union and an experienced
student of Soviet navy development.
The subject, the Soviet navy’s growth
from a small coastal force into a balanced force capable of contesting the
United States for command of the seas,
is similarly the capstone achievement of
Admiral Gorshkov, who played a key
role in its development. Appointed
chief of the Soviet navy in 1956, he
took the job surrounded by an armyoriented general staff and the political
leadership of Nikita Khrushchev, who
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was obsessed with missiles and nuclear
weaponry. Over his thirty-year tenure
Gorshkov brought the Soviet navy “into
the world ocean” and seriously challenged American-led Western supremacy at sea. From the official Soviet
perspective, this work dissects the
smaller debates that attended this
growth: coastal versus oceangoing;
offensive versus defensive; submarines
versus balanced fleet; navy nuclear first
strike versus strategic reserve.
If one follows the maxim that “budgets
are strategy,” Gorshkov comes out the
clear winner in his competition within
the Soviet bureaucracy, ultimately building not only a bigger navy, but also a
“balanced” blue-water force. In fact, the
book would offer additional insights if it
managed to relate official pronouncements with actual building programs.
This would lay to rest the speculation
made throughout the book that some of
these official pronouncements were unvarnished reality while others were exaggerations or Aesopian fables in which
the Navy lobbied for forces as projections of Western successes.
The most useful contributions this
study offers are found as Gorshkov
evaluates and assesses the effect of the
growing U.S. Navy during the Reagan
administration. Most notably, Herrick
shows that Western practices were the
foundation upon which Gorshkov built
his navy. The Lehman “Oceanic Strategy” of the early 1980s gave a second
wind to Moscow’s shipbuilding program. Herrick also reveals the complete
disutility of using “dissuasion” as part
of a deterrence strategy with the Soviets. Could a nation ever build a navy so
large that the nearest competitor simply
was dissuaded from trying to keep up?
Reflecting classical balance of power
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theory, Herrick’s evidence persuasively
suggests that there was no single factor
that induced Soviet shipbuilding more
than the fear that America might surge
too far ahead in the naval arms race of
the 1980s. The Reagan “600-ship Navy”
was all the ammunition Gorshkov
needed to lay the keel of his first real
aircraft carrier. Ironically, however,
Gorshkov’s winning campaigns against
the Soviet defense bureaucracy helped
bankrupt the Soviet Union.
This study is designed for the specialist.
It is not easy to read. It is overly long
(1,415 pages)—it quotes, paraphrases,
and synthesizes too many articles and
editorials found in Soviet newspapers
and journals from over the thirty-year
period. Herrick is comfortable in this
terrain and appreciates the way Soviet
leaders conducted their strategic debate, helping the reader to understand
the hidden (and sometimes contradictory) messages they made. He is particularly good at helping readers “split the
hairs” of the debate, noting the shifting
doctrinal priorities from year to year,
which few laymen could discern. However, he repeatedly revisits such central
topics of strategic debate as command
of the sea, homeland defense, and
sea-lane attack. Few readers will have
the patience to follow.
TOM FEDYSZYN

Naval War College

Hornfischer, James D. The Last Stand of the Tin
Can Sailors. New York: Bantam, 2004. 499pp. $14

James D. Hornfischer writes a gripping
novel of the U.S. Navy’s last major surface engagement of the twentieth
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century. The battle described here is the
engagement between Task Unit 77.4.3
“Taffy 3” under the command of Rear
Adm. Clifton “Ziggy” Sprague and the
Japanese Center Force under Vice Adm.
Takeo Kurta, charged with ultimately
halting Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s
Leyte invasion force. By October 1944
the war in the Pacific seemed well in
hand, yet the Japanese navy still posed
a threat.
From the first line in the book, “A giant
stalked through the darkness,” the
reader is caught up in life onboard a
World War II ship. Hornfischer begins
his story with a desperate Japanese fleet.
The Japanese carrier force is virtually
ineffective because of the severe loss of
planes and, to a greater extent, the loss
of pilots to fly them. The remaining
Japanese strength resides in its battleships—two of the largest ever built,
assigned to the Japanese Center Force—
Yamato and its sister ship Musashi.
Hornfischer describes the battle that
took place in the morning hours of 25
October 1944 between the overwhelming firepower of the Japanese Center
Force and the relatively slow and poorly
armed Taffy 3.
The tone is set with carefully provided
background on the ships of Taffy 3 and
their crew while the combat information centers and radio shacks try to
work out the puzzle of random reports
flowing in. At the same time, a significant portion of American firepower, the
U.S. Third Fleet, under Adm. William F.
Halsey, is rapidly steaming north in
hot pursuit of the remaining Japanese
carrier fleet. This deception move,
which was part of the Japanese strategy,
worked as it was designed—it essentially took Halsey out of the fight.
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Around sunrise the Japanese Center
Fleet, twenty-three ships in all, transited
through the San Bernardino Strait, passing between the southern end of Luzon
and the northern part of Samar Island.
They met with the thirteen ships of Taffy
3, comprising six small escort carriers,
three destroyers, and four destroyer escorts. By rights, Taffy 3 should have been
annihilated; however, the fog of war
loomed large. The Japanese tactical picture was so confused and blurred by
misinformation, inadequate reconnaissance, and poor communication that the
Japanese broke off the attack late in the
morning and left the battle to the north.
Hornfischer uses the majority of the
book to describe, in amazing detail,
events as the battle unfolded.
Hornfischer’s detail is eerily precise.
He thoroughly provides a play-by-play
action including the formations and actual intentions of each commanding officer. However, Hornfischer carefully
did his homework, interviewing countless survivors and reviewed hundreds of
documents in order to piece together
details of that morning off Samar.
The Last Stand of the Tin Can Sailors is
a must read for anyone interested in naval history.
DAN DUSEK

Commander, U.S. Navy

Smith, Starr. Jimmy Stewart: Bomber Pilot. St.
Paul, Minn.: Zenith, 2005. 287pp. $21.95

The defining era of actor Jimmy Stewart’s
life was his service in the air force, according to his biographer, Starr Smith,
who served with him in the Eighth Air
Force during World War II. This biography deals mainly with that period of
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Stewart’s life. The theme of the story is
how a man approaching middle age
joined the armed forces at the lowest
grade possible and in only four years
rose to the rank of “bird colonel.” This
accomplishment was carried out not
through favoritism but through hard
work, technical competence, and
leadership.
A famous actor at the beginning of
1941, Jimmy Stewart was about to take
on the biggest challenge of his life: flying bombers in the U.S. Army Air
Corps. He was born James Maitland
Stewart in Indiana, Pennsylvania, in
1908. At an early age he developed an
interest in aviation that stuck with him
all his life. He was a student of Princeton University, where he found his
other interest—acting.
When France fell to the Nazis in 1940
and Britain was battling for its life,
Stewart concluded that the United
States could no longer avoid the war.
Not soon after, his draft notice arrived
and he was sworn in as a private. He
was already an accomplished pilot and
so he was accepted for flight training.
Jimmy Stewart was assigned to a B-24
squadron slated for transfer to the
Eighth Air Force to train in Iowa, where
he excelled to become squadron commander and then was promoted to major. He flew twenty missions, many of
them in hotly contested air space.
When the war in Europe ended, he was
a wing commander whose job became
one of deactivating the wing and bringing the men home.
There are a few minor quibbles that an
editor would have caught. The early
chapter on Eisenhower seems unnecessary, and much of the end material that
deals with the careers of some of Stewart’s
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fellow Air Force officers detracts from
the story. Nevertheless, this is an important book that would be of interest
to many.
ROBERT WHITTEN

Cupertino, California

Fick, Nathaniel. One Bullet Away: The Making of a
Marine Officer. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2005.
384pp. $25

Perhaps not since Robert Graves and
Siegfried Sassoon served together in
the 2nd Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers during World War I has so much
literary talent been employed to recount the operations of a single unit as
we find now in the case of the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion during Operation IRAQI FREEDOM I. In Generation
Kill (reviewed by me in the Winter
2005 Naval War College Review), Evan
Wright wrote about his experiences
with 1st Recon as an embedded journalist. His perspective is that of an intelligent outsider who related most to
the junior enlisted Marines of a single
platoon. The commander of that platoon, Nathaniel Fick, has now written
his own story. The military memoir
written by a junior officer was a mainstay of war literature in the twentieth
century, which saw such distinguished
examples as Robert Graves’s Good-bye
to All That, Ernst Junger’s Storm of
Steel, John Masters’s Bugles and a Tiger, and Phillip Caputo’s A Rumor of
War. The authors of such works are in
general well educated and intelligent,
dedicated to their jobs, but also sensitive to the unaccustomed demands and
horrific scenes of war. Fick’s book
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belongs to this tradition while eloquently speaking to our own time.
The best of the junior officer memoirs
are both compelling as narrative and
instructive in the broad sense. A lieutenant with a gift for writing brings an
informed but open mind to his tale,
and the reader is able to learn about
war, about this war, along with the
writer. In One Bullet Away, Fick moves
from the Dartmouth College campus,
to the training areas of Quantico, Virginia, to active service in Afghanistan
and in Iraq. He develops from undergraduate to Marine infantry and reconnaissance officer in combat. The
book contains some excellent battle
pieces, but some of the best parts occur early and late, as Fick tries to adapt
to his new circumstances and later to
begin succinctly to sort out what he
feels and thinks about his experiences.
A classics major, he often sees events
through a lens of ancient history. Like
many other junior officers, his military
service often appears as an effort to recapture a lost nobility and simplicity
that he has found lacking in his previous surroundings. Hearing journalist
Tom Ricks speak about the Marine
Corps at Dartmouth before enlisting,
Fick observes that, “Ricks used words
like ‘duty’ and ‘honor’ without cynicism, something I’d not often heard at
Dartmouth.”
Of course, he also acquires the skills
and outlook of an infantryman. An
early scene in the book has him conducting a night attack while in training.
By now, Fick has learned the rules, but
he is also beginning to understand how
to apply them imaginatively and effectively to changing and uncertain circumstances. Fick’s first taste of war is in
Afghanistan. He observes senior
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leadership at its most inspiring and effective in the person of Lt. Gen. James
Mattis, the division commander, who is
seen visiting front-line positions in the
middle of a freezing night.
After the campaign in Afghanistan, Fick
transfers to the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, an organization whose emphasis
on finesse over force appeals to the
thoughtful young officer. The war in
Iraq finds this unit at the point of the
advance toward Baghdad. It is impossible to summarize all that Fick and his
platoon see and do in the space of few
lines; indeed, it may be impossible even
for a Homer or a Tolstoy to render
them adequately into words at all.
Fick decides to leave the Corps after his
unit is withdrawn from Iraq. A “reluctant warrior,” he has decided that he
will not be one of those who live and
define their lives by fighting on command, without much questioning, as
professional soldiers are perhaps required to do. Some of his comrades return to Iraq after he has left the service,
and Fick learns of the death of his replacement, Capt. Brent Morel. The ending chapter of the book may seem
rushed, as if Fick has not yet come to
terms with his service by the time he
has finished writing his story. He finishes on a positive note, but the full
meaning of what he has seen might be
years in coming. Fick appears to be too
decent and honest a man to be content
with simple answers. Classicist Fick often intersperses his tale with classical allusions, none more meaningful or
moving than the quotation with which
he opens his last chapter.
REED BONADONNA

Commander, U.S. Navy
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Edgerton, Robert B. Remember the Maine, To Hell
with Spain: America’s 1898 Adventure in Imperialism. Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin Mellen, 2005. 225pp.
$109.95

Robert Edgerton, a noted anthropologist and member of the UCLA faculty
for more than forty years, has written
extensively about the small wars of empire that dot the historical landscape of
the nineteenth century. Among the
better known of his works is Like Lions
They Fought, an examination of the
Anglo-Zulu War of 1879, which no collection on the subject should be without. He would, therefore, seem to be
eminently qualified to explore the historical and cultural aspects and ramifications of the Spanish-American War.
Like many conflicts of the era, the
Spanish-American War has until recently been under-examined and largely
forgotten. Yet it remains one of America’s more important armed conflicts.
The war marked the emergence of the
United States upon the world stage as a
major, externally focused power. It was,
in many ways, the physical manifestation of the strategic thinking of Alfred
Thayer Mahan. The war left the United
States with a physical as well as commercial empire, forever altering the
lives of millions of peoples, as well as
the development of state power in the
Caribbean, Latin America, and Asia.
The war occurred when both the U.S.
Navy and Army were in the process of
revolutionary change. The war would
eventually involve U.S. forces across a
wide variety of points on the spectrum
of conflict, from fleet-to-fleet actions to
protracted nation-building efforts.
Some scholars have gone as far as to
suggest that the U.S. experience in the
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occupation and pacification of the Philippines still contains lessons that may
be applicable to current operations in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and the global war
on terror. Thus by any reasonable measure Remember the Maine, To Hell with
Spain would seem to be one of those
books that cover the right subject at the
right time, by the right author.
Alas, Edgerton does not replicate his
success in dealing with the Anglo-Zulu
War when it comes to the United States
in 1898. This may be due in part to the
greater physical scope of the SpanishAmerican war, its longer duration, and
the involvement of a much larger cast
of characters. Perhaps the war was simply too big and too complex to do the
subject justice in one volume of less
than three hundred pages.
To his credit, Edgerton tries to cover all
theaters of the war, as well as social and
political currents that led to the fighting. Unlike most historians who have
examined the subject, he devotes an entire chapter each to the conquests of
Puerto Rico and Guam. Little has been
written about these theaters of operations, predominately because neither
saw much fighting.
Remember the Maine, To Hell with Spain
suffers from a lack of cohesion. It is an
untidy work that leaves intellectual
threads to dangle almost immediately
after it picks them up. For example,
Edgerton touches on the work of
Mahan but fails to examine similar tectonic shifts in Army thinking—shifts
that changed the culture of the institution and have been well chronicled in
Graham A. Cosmas’s An Army for Empire. Edgerton also attempts to correct a
historical injustice paid to the Cuban
insurrectos, who made crucial contributions to the defeat of the Spanish.
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Indeed, it is highly likely that while U.S.
intervention hastened the Spanish defeat, the defeat was already inevitable.
Yet again, this look is cursory and the
reader is left wondering about just how
the insurrectos won the “hearts and
minds” of the populace, and how the
movement was funded.
These shortcomings pale in comparison, however, to those that occur when
the book looks at the U.S. invasion and
occupation of the Philippines. To be
sure, the Philippine campaign was infinitely more complex and lengthy than
that in Cuba. It is even misleading to
speak of the war or the campaign. In actuality, there were numerous insurrections, and the revolt of the Moro came
from very different cultural wellsprings
than that found in the more northern
islands. Rather than provide a detailed
look at the insurgency and counterinsurgency, Edgerton reviews only a few
of the better known events, such as the
Balangiga massacre and the trial of Brig.
Gen. Jacob H. Smith for war crimes.
Not only does Edgerton fail to paint a
complete picture of the insurrection,
but he is also equally sketchy when it
comes to describing U.S. efforts to
achieve victory. These efforts were by
no means uniform and ranged from cooperation to confrontation, from nation building to tactics of scorched
earth. A far better treatment of this subject can be found in the works of Brian
McAllister Linn, notably The U.S.
Army and Counterinsurgency in the
Philippine War 1898–1902; another exceptional treatment that focuses on one
center of the resistance is The War
against the Americans: Resistance and
Collaboration in Cebu, 1899–1906, by
Resil B. Mojares.
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In a nutshell, this work is a disappointment. It fails to serve as either a balanced
introduction to the Spanish-American
War or a useful addition to our knowledge of the imperial era or the impact
of colonialism. Its shortcomings may be
due more to structure than scholarship,
but they are still severe enough to warrant bypassing it in favor of more comprehensive and balanced works.
RICHARD NORTON

Naval War College

Little, Benerson. The Sea Rover’s Practice: Pirate
Tactics and Techniques, 1630–1730. Washington,
D.C.: Potomac, 2005. 253pp. $27.50

There is a fascination about pirates of
old. Most of us as children first learned
about them from Peter Pan in the figure of Captain Hook or from Robert
Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island.
This work provides a detailed historical
examination of sea rovers (an umbrella
term used to cover pirates, privateers,
and others with the same essential motivation of greed), how they lived, what
they did, and how they did it. It will be
of high interest to the maritime spectrum, from armchair sailors to admirals.
Little, a former naval officer and SEAL,
details where many pirates came from
and their motivation, which was primarily a desire for treasure. He notes
how the Hollywood image of a pirate
attack on the high seas was far different
from the real thing, and he discusses
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attack planning and execution for both
at-sea and land assaults.
Within the book’s well documented
twenty-three chapters, Little provides fascinating material on pirate personalities
and their lives both ashore and at sea.
Rovers, of course, all had different personalities, some more savage than others.
It is easy to see how one would not
choose to be at the mercy of L’Ollonois,
who cut out one man’s heart and ate it.
The ships are also described, along with
the weapons of choice. Line drawings
are numerous and include a wide variety of personal weapons, such as muskets, pistols, swords, and pikes, as well
as cannons of various types.
Another value of this book lies in its
seven appendixes, which include a sea
rover’s lexicon, weapons and ranges,
and, for those with a desire to dine like
a pirate, a description of what they ate
and drank. These appendixes are excellent, with definitions provided for all
reasonably relevant (and generally unknown) items, such as kilderkins and
demiculverins. There are many footnotes, a complete bibliography, and a
good index.
This is a really good book. Be prepared—
after reading only a few pages—to feel
the wind in your face and taste the salt air.
The only downside for ever-optimistic
adventurers is that no treasure maps are
provided for some sandy beach. The pirates never buried their treasure.
JACK A. GOTTSCHALK

Livingston, New Jersey
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